
 

Principal Bios 
 
JANET INSKEEP BENTON 
Lead Donor 
 
A longtime supporter of the museum’s programming, Janet Inskeep Benton (Pomona ’79) is 
a member of the Pomona College Board of Trustees. A history major at Pomona, Benton 
went on to earn an MBA at Harvard Business School. After working in product management 
at General Foods Corporation in the mid-1980s, she left the workforce to raise her family 
and serve on various not-for-profit boards in her Westchester County, New York, community.  
 
She is currently board chair of the Jacob Burns Film Center, a not-for-profit art house theater 
complex and media arts education center. In 2000, Benton founded the Frog Rock 
Foundation, a philanthropy focused on improving outcomes for underserved children.  
 
G. GABRIELLE STARR 
President, Pomona College 
 
G. Gabrielle Starr, a highly regarded scholar of English literature whose work reaches into 
neuroscience and the arts, took office as the 10th president of Pomona College in 2017. 
Starr grew up in Tallahassee, Florida, and she set off for Emory University as an 
undergraduate at the age of 15. At Emory, she received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in women’s studies before going on to Harvard University to earn her doctorate in English 
and American literature. Starr



 
 
 
  

 

Prior to her time at the Art Institute, Lobis was the inaugural curator of the print collection 
and fine art galleries at the University of San Diego. In 2018, Lobis was a fellow at the 
Center for Curatorial Leadership, one of the most prominent programs teaching managerial 
skills and values of effective leadership to outstanding museum curators. She has also held 




